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organisational setup of the Soviet Air Fﬁ 25X1

1. A bomber corps consists of 2 or 3 bodber divisions. Esch bomber division eon-
sists of 3 bomber regiments and kas am airfield net and 3 air technical batta-
lions for supply. Each bember regimefit consists of 3 bomber squadrons, has an
airfield and is supplied by one air technical battalion. Each bomber squadren
consists of 2 or 3 flighta, each bomber flight of 3 or 4 asircraft.

2, The organizational setup of fighters, ground attack and reconnsissance unite
is approximately that of the bombers. 25X1

3. The At¥ Army consists of 3 air corps, each aly corps of 3 air divisions, each
air division of 3 air regiments, each gir regiment of 3 squadrems, each squadron
of 3 flights , each with 4 fighters, 4 GA airereft or 3 bmbors respectively.
The flight of 4 aircraft is organized in two elements of two. Bach air
army also has two air divisions for special purposes and two air regiments
for special purposes in addition to these air units. They are available to the
air army for special operations, e.g. regonnaissance, transpertation, night 55y
flying, ground attacks, nuisance raifs. 3

4. The air regions include the administration, technical and air technical schools
and all types of pilot schools and tims comprise the entire field of trainine.
Operational units are not subordinatell to the air regioms. 4 25X1

5. In peace timey the ground and air forees are subordinate} to the Minister of
War, who submits his orders to the individual service branches of the grounmd
forces via the general staff. Orders to the air force branches are directed
via the main staff. The navy is aubordiuto& to the Chief of the Navel Forces
who also ranks as minister. In peace timelj the Minister of War and the Minister
of the Naval Forces operate independsntly fyecm each other and the:lg activitie=
are coordinated by the govermment, i.e., the Counecil ef Ministers. 25X1

6. In var timek, the land and naval forces are suberdinate) to the Supreme Comman-
der who is in charge of the a%l armed forees. The Supreme Commander is elected
by the Couneil ¢f Ministers.
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7. Gemmand of the Air Forces.
The Minister of War, i.e. the Commander in Gharge of Greund and Air Forces
is not authorized to give orders personally to each individual unit. Direc-
tions are to be given to the command of the alr foreeg to gusrantee correct
operation and a control of entire ajr fofiee, The Minister of War subtmits his
orders to the airborne troops, the oba: tion department and, for all air
units, to the Headquarters of the air foree, This staff inecludes, ameng others,
the deputy chief of the bomber units, the deputy chief of the GA units, the
deputy chief of the fighter units, the chief enginmeer in charge of technical
and air technical supply, the deputy chlief of operations, the deputy chief
of air technical schools and the depubty chief of aviation schools.

8. Industry.
¥l organization of the technical supply system requires close cooperation
with the war industry and, in particular, the airoraft industry.

9. Operational Staff of the Air Forces:
The operational staff of the air forces. includes the Minister of War with
general staff, the Headquarters of the Alr Force with small staff, the air-
borne troops, the observation department, supply, and the aircraft industry.

1. Comment. This inf on with regard to some basioc points, especially 25X1
tne sir defense foreces (PWO) and the long range bember units (DA) essentially
deviates from previgus information en the organisstional setup of the Soviet
Air Force. FWO and DR were probably not menticnsd in the VPL training material
for security reasons, restricting the VPL instruetion to the organisatien of
the army air forces. )

2. @M This organizational frame is considered to be merely an example25X1
which only in some points corresponds with the aetual present erganisation of,
for instance, the 24th Air Army. Including the bember eerps vhieh had been
transferred in early July 1953, the 24th Army has four air 8 instead
of three. The GA corps and the bomber cerpe have two divisions e instead of
three. The individual regiments of the 24th Air Army do not havs the guthoriszed
number of aircraft given for a regiment by the present report. This, however,
is probably due to the reequipment with jet aireraft.

3. Comment. The air divisions for special purposes are presumably composed
of reconnaissance and trﬁsport units and also of night GA units which the

Soviets had often used for interception and for the supg]y of partisans dur-
ing the Worl# War II. Units of this type have so far not been cbserved with
the 4th, the 24th and the 59th Air Armies, They are probably only assigned to
air armies fighting at the front in case eof war.

4. Comment. The designation "air region" which is reported for the first 25X1
time might possibly be identical to military distriets. An air force staff at
the district headquarters of the military commander is possibly concerned with
the administration. The air regions are in charge of the training and the supp-
1y of young flying and technical personnel. The operetional units, i.e. air ammiies-
and air cogge, in the inner USSR which had, eo far, been subordinate} to the
go-called er of the Air Forces in the military district headquarters, are
now probably assigned directly to the headquarters of the Air Force.

25X1

5.  [Dommept. Main staff refers to the general staff of the Headquarters of 25X1
the Air Force, which receives orders: frem the Ministry of Defense (previously
Ministry of War. After Stalin's death, the navy whieh had been independent was
alsec subordinated to the Ministry of Defenso

6. :tm It has become known that, in case of war, the Council of Mini-25X1
sters will be replaced by a smaller board,.ealled the State Committee for
Defense, and that the Headquarters of the Supreme Command for stratfjgic plan-
ning will be attached to this board.
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[¢] . According to previous informetion, the branches of the Alr 25X1

Force subordinate to the Ministry of War included:

a, The air troops of the army, under the command of the Headquarters of the
Adr Force. : v ,

b. The air defense forces, under the command of the FWO main administration.

c. The long range bombers, commanded by the DA main administration.

d. Airborne troops, comméinded by the main administration for alrborne forces.

The PWO and DA forces are not mentioned in the present report. This may in-

dicate that they are no longer comménded directly by the Minister of Defense

and that the air defense and the long range bomber forces are commmnded direct-

1y by the Headquarters of the Air Force. The air observagiion and early warning

service (WNOS) and the airborne forces are still subo the Ministry

of Defense. The reported organization of the Headquarters of “the Air Force large-

1y corresponds with available information. :

BJ:LGM. According to the present report, the &ipreaenta,tivas of the 25X1

service branches referred to in paragraph 9 belong the Air, Force COperations
Staff, functioning as highest agency for air force matters. The supply is pro-
bably represented by the Headquarters of Rear Services. The faot that the WO
and DA are not listed as departments of the air ferce supports the assumption
that they are subordinate§ to the Headquarters of the Air Force.
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